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Women's health alliance forming 

By Judith Davidoff 
August 25, 2005 

A new statewide alliance is reaching outside of traditional family planning circles to counteract state legislative attempts to restrict access to women's health care. 

The Wisconsin Alliance for Women's Health, which plans to formally announce its formation next month at the State Capitol, is particularly interested in partnering with health professionals, women of color and the business, faith and rural communities, said Sara Finger, director of the alliance.

"The alliance is in response to the over 18 legislative threats to women's health care introduced last session," Finger said. "We were looking at creating a coalition of organizations and individuals that would unite to protect and enhance access to women's health care in Wisconsin."

Such threats include proposed restrictions on family planning dollars for low-income women and a bill that would allow pharmacists to refuse to fill or transfer birth control prescriptions.

"Because of those we wanted to broaden and strengthen the base of awareness and the support of reproductive health care as a critical component of general women's health care," Finger said. "Unfortunately, reproductive health care has been marginalized from women's health care."

Finger said she has been laying the groundwork for the alliance since June 2004, when Planned Parenthood received a grant from a private foundation.

Despite its initial funding source, the new alliance is an independent group that seeks to find common ground with other groups and individuals concerned about women's health, Finger stressed.

"It's extremely important to me and the alliance to initiate these conversations, to develop relationships, and to determine our common values and work toward accomplishing our common values," she said.

Finger said she has spent the last year meeting with groups all over the state and last week sent out recruitment packets to about 30 organizations.

Two groups have already joined up: Women Against Lung Cancer, a national group based in Madison, and the local chapter of the American College of Nurse Midwives.

Regina Vidaver, executive director of Women Against Lung Cancer, which seeks to raise awareness about the deadly cancer and increase funding for research, said she welcomes a global approach toward improving women's health.

"By having an alliance we can all gain a broader understanding of what does it mean to advance women's health," Vidaver said. "For a long time, women's health meant the bikini area. Our understanding needs to be much broader. So many things go on in our lives and we need to be thinking of this as a whole body issue, as well as the mind."
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